The Grandmaster and the Challenger stole the Earth to use as a cosmic playing board, and whoever won should 

have been granted the title of Grandmaster...but now the game is over. The Grandmaster cheated by planting 

his daughter among the Avengers as the lost hero Voyager, and when his trickery came to light, the Challenger 
decided to destroy his opponent--and their playing board. 


Now the Challenger is on the warpath, but most of the world’s heroes and villains are still trapped in the 
stasis Grandmaster enacted to limit the number of “designated obstacles.” While recovering in the med hay, 
Quicksilver realized that a beacon moving faster than the speed of normal perception was what was keeping 
them frozen. 
If he can catch it, the Avengers will have all the reinforcements they could dream of. 


If he can’t, Earth is doomed. 
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TO BE CONTINUED... 
IN SEVEN DAYS! 


Welcome back, affable Avengers aficionados, to another exciting edition of THE ASSEMBLY! We’ve 
gabbed a lot about what’s going on inside this book, but what about the outside? Have you peeped 
those pristine covers? The Marvelous Mark Brooks has been hammering away all year to give this 
series sixteen explosive and beautiful covers. Here’s a peek inside his process--along with a few 
never-before-seen alternate cover sketches! 


COVERING AVENGERS: NO SURRENDER 


When | approach each cover, it usually begins with a copy of the script. | 
pore over it looking for interesting moments that would make for an eye- 
popping cover. Since AVENGERS: NO SURRENDER is such a large book of 
cosmic proportions and includes so many characters, there is a Lot of variety 
and subject matter to play with. | tend to look for the most powerful grand 
moments or scenes with the most emotional impact, since | want each cover 
to portray the scope and scale of the story inside. Of course, a big motivation 
is the reader--I need to produce an image that will attract the reader to pick it 
up off the stands when seen from a distance among the myriad of other titles. 


From there | decide whether the cover is going to be Literal (show an exact 
scene from the book), symbolic (not a specific scene but an image that 
symbolizes a scene or impactful moment in the book) or a combination of 
the two. For instance, issue #1's cover never actually happens in the book, 
but it symbolizes the world-shattering events that are happening as well as 
showcases many of the characters that appear inside. 


Sometimes | will incorporate red herrings or misdirection in order to tease 
the audience. This was used for issue #4’s cover where a mystery hand is 
calling Mjolnir away from Thor’s grasp. The hand is cloaked in shadow and 
largely nondescript, so it leads the reader to make their own guesses as to 
who it might be. Of course, my goal is make the reader think it’s Odinson, but 
as we know now, this was misdirection. 


Occasionally | will homage a past image or style from another artist and cover 
altogether. | tend to use this sparingly, but it can be very effective in conveying 
a story. | did this with issues #1, #2 and #14. Specifically with issue #2, this 
was a Collaborative idea with my editor Tom Brevoort. He asked that | homage 
AVENGERS #1 but incorporate our newest hero Voyager into the image as if 
she had been an Avenger since the beginning. | turned in an initial layout of 
just the cover, but agreed with Tom when he said it needed something more. 
Maybe a cover within a cover, with two hands holding the issue. 


That suggestion ended up being the thing that took the cover from just 
another homage to something unique and three-dimensional. By the time | 
was finished, | had added a basement background with long boxes of comics 
on the floor, as if the person holding the comic had just pulled it from his 
collection of vintage books. Thanks to Tom and my collaborative efforts, it 
ended being with one of my favorite covers I’ve ever done, and something | 
knew would pop out at the reader. Not to mention the number of readers who 
took pictures of themselves holding the comic depicting a reader holding a 
comic, creating a funny Inception moment. It’s times like that that make this 
job worth doing every day. 


-Mark Brooks 


Don’t forget to email us at MHEROES@MARVEL.COM if there’s something you'd like us to chat about here 
at THE ASSEMBLY, and hit your comic shop next week for another exciting issue of AVENGERS: NO SURRENDER! 
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AVENGERS #689 AUICHSILVER: NO SURRENDER #1 


One last battle against an impossible opponent. One last game 
with astronomical stakes. With the fate of the Earth on the Line, 
a cry goes out across the Marvel Universe: 
AVENGERS ASSEMBLE! 
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